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2026 dates to know
	 Full closure the weekend of Jan. 9 - 12*
•	 Months-long two-lane reduction Jan. 12 - June 5#

•	 Full closure weekend of June 5 - 8*
•	 Work zone removed for  

FIFA World Cup June 8 - July 10
•	 Full closure weekend of July 10 - 13*
•	 Months-long two-lane reduction July 12 - end of 2026#

•	 Full closure weekend end of 2026*

* �Full northbound I-5 closures 
extend from I-90 to 
Northeast 45th Street

# �Two-lane reductions 
extend from SR 520 to 
Northeast 45th Street

Long-term northbound Long-term northbound 
lane reductions across the lane reductions across the 
I-5 Ship Canal BridgeI-5 Ship Canal Bridge

Heads up, Seattle!Heads up, Seattle!

https://bit.ly/ConstructionI-5


Express lanes
Express lanes will run northbound only, 24 hours a day 
whenever there are lane closures or reductions for  
Revive I-5 construction. Northbound-only express lanes 
are a system-balancing tool, held in reserve, to absorb 
incidents, surges and breakdowns as conditions change 
throughout the day. Those traveling northbound can enter 
the express lanes from mainline northbound I-5 around 
Seattle’s Chinatown-International District (entrance on  
the left) with additional entrances from downtown Seattle. 
However, there are height restrictions and some ramps  
may be HOV-only.

The first exit from the express lanes is Northeast 42nd 
Street in the University District. There is no access to 
SR 520 from the express lanes. Express lanes return to 
mainline I-5 at Northgate.

Express lanes will not run southbound so expect delays, 
especially during the morning commute.

Plan ahead
This is one of the most disruptive construction years the 
Puget Sound region has experienced in decades, with 
sustained work on I-5, I-405, SR 167, SR 520 and I-90.  
That means the public will need to find a long-term solution 
to how they travel to and through Seattle. Options include 
finding an alternate route, changing the time you leave 
or taking a different mode, like transit, whenever and 
wherever possible.

Visit our transit partners or use tools like Flip Your Trip,  
or WSDOT’s Travel Center map or mobile app to plan  
your travel.

Up next
Revive I-5 will continue in the southbound I-5 lanes across 
the Ship Canal Bridge in 2027 with a combination of full 
closures and lane reductions. Details will be shared as they 
become available.

Title VI Notice to Public: It is the Washington State Department of Transportation’s (WSDOT) policy to assure that no person shall, on the grounds of race, color, 
national origin, as provided by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise discriminated 
against under any of its programs and activities. Any person who believes his/her Title VI protection has been violated, may file a complaint with WSDOT’s 
Office of Equity and Civil Rights (OECR). For additional information regarding Title VI complaint procedures and/or information regarding our non-discrimination 
obligations, please contact OECR’s Title VI Coordinator at (360) 705-7090.

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Information: This material can be made available in an alternate format by emailing the Office of Equity and Civil Rights 
at wsdotada@wsdot.wa.gov or by calling toll free, 855-362-4ADA(4232). Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may make a request by calling the Washington 
State Relay at 711.

What to expect in 2026
On Jan. 9, 2026, WSDOT resumed work on northbound I-5. This work will 
require months-long lane reductions to complete the repairing and resurfacing 
of the upper bridge deck, replacing aging bridge expansion joints, improving 
drainage and addressing other maintenance issues. Planned preservation efforts 
will help extend the life of the bridge which was built in 1961 and prevent more 
unplanned traffic disruptions. 

WSDOT will need to use weekend-long full northbound I-5 closures from I-90 
to Northeast 45th Street to set up and remove work zones across the bridge. 
Schedule of closures and reductions: 
•	 Jan. 9 - 12: weekend-long full northbound I-5 closure (work zone set up)
•	 Jan. 12 - June 5: months-long two lane reduction in the left lanes
•	 June 5 - 8: weekend-long full northbound I-5 closure (work zone removal)
•	 June 8 - July 10: Revive I-5 will pause work and remove the Ship Canal 

Bridge work zone for FIFA World Cup matches in Seattle
•	 July 10 - 13: weekend-long full northbound I-5 closure (work zone set up)
•	 July 13 - end of 2026: months-long two lane reduction in the right lanes
•	 End of 2026: weekend-long full northbound I-5 closure (work zone 

removal)
Weekend-long full closures for work zone set up or removal are weather 
dependent. Crews need dry weather to restripe lanes. That means if the 
weather is too rainy, crews will reschedule work.

The Revive I-5 Ship Canal Bridge work 
zone will be removed for FIFA World 
Cup matches in Seattle.
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